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ORIGIN NODS-OO 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO /001 R 

DRAFTED BY NE A : ARD A Y : CF 
APPROVED BY THE SECRETARY 
NEA - MR ATHERTON 
P - MR HABIB 
S/S - MR. BRIDGES 

067650 

Z O 192223Z JUL 76 ZFF6 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO AMEMBASSY DAMASCUS FLASH 
INFO AMEMBASSY BEIRUT IMMEDIATE 

SECRET STATE 178395 

EXDIS HANDLE AS NODIS//FOR AMBASSADOR FROM SECRETARY 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: AEMR, LE, SY, US 

SUBJECT: POSTPONEMENT OF BEIRUT EVACUATION 

REF: BEIRUT 6424 

1 . YOU SHOULD INFORM SYRIANS URGENTLY THROUGH MOST EXPEDI- 
TIOUS CHANNEL THAT EMBASSY BEIRUT HAS BEEN TOLD THROUGH ITS 
PLO SECURITY CONTACT THAT OUR EVACUATION CONVOY SCHEDULED 
FOR JULY 20 MUST BE POSTPONED. POSTPONEMENT WAS SAID TO BE 
ON INSTRUCTIONS OF ARAFAT. WHO SAID CONVOY ROUTE HAD 
SUDDENLY BECOME UNSAFE NEAR NABATIYA, AND THAT IT WOULD TAKE 
TWO TO THREE DAYS TO RESOLVE THE SECURITY PROBLEM. WE ARE 
CONCERNED AT 

DELAY BUT HAVE NO ALTERNATIVE BUT TO POSTPONE THE CONVOY. 

2. TELL THE SYRIANS THAT WE HAVE NO INFORMATION TO CONFIRM 
A SECURITY PROBLEM IN THE NABATIYA AREA. AND ASK THEM IF 
THEY KNOW OF ANY DEVELOPMENTS THAT MIGHT HAVE OCCASIONED 
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PLO POSTPONEMENT. KISSINGER 
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Concepts: INSTRUCTIONS, EMERGENCY EVACUATION, CITIZEN PROTECTION, SECURITY, PALESTINIANS, FOREIGN POLICY POSITION, 
DIPLOMATIC COMMUNICATIONS, HIGHWAY TRANSPO RTATION, PROTECTIVE SERVICES, CAT-A 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 19 JUL 1976 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: greeneet 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 
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Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1976STATE1 78395 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: ARDAY:CF 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: P840086-1800 
From: STATE NEA 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 
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Line Count: 61 
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Office: ORIGIN NODS 

Original Classification: SECRET 

Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Original Previous Classification: n/a 
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Previous Classification: SECRET 
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Reference: 76 BEIRUT 6424 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 

Review Authority: greeneet 

Review Comment: n/a 

Review Content Flags: 
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Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
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Review Release Date: n/a 
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